
Official RPCNA Teaching on Creation 
WCF 4.1 It pleased God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, for the manifestation of the glory of his 
eternal power, wisdom, and goodness, in the beginning, to create, or make of nothing, the world, 
and all things therein whether visible or invisible, in the space of six days; and all very good.  
WLC 17 After God had made all other creatures, he created man male and female; formed the 
body of the man of the dust of the ground, and the woman of the rib of the man, endued them 
with living, reasonable, and immortal souls; made them after his own image, in knowledge, 
righteousness, and holiness; having the law of God written in their hearts, and power to fulfill it, 
and dominion over the creatures; yet subject to fall. 
WLC 22-23 The covenant being made with Adam as a public person, not for himself only, but for 
his posterity, all mankind descending from him by ordinary generation, sinned in him, and fell with 
him in that first transgression. Original sin is conveyed from our first parents unto their posterity 
by natural generation, so as all that proceed from them in that way are conceived and born in sin. 
WLC 28 The punishments of sin in this world are either inward, as blindness of mind, a reprobate 
sense, strong delusions, hardness of heart, horror of conscience, and vile affections; or outward, as 
the curse of God upon the creatures for our sakes, and all other evils that befall us in our bodies, 
names, estates, relations, and employments; together with death itself. 
RPT 4.1-4 The account of creation in Genesis 1 and 2 is history, not mythology (Heb. 11:3). Since 
all things were created and exist according to the will of God they are controlled in purpose and 
duration by the same will (Rev. 4:11; 2 Pet. 3:3-13). The theory of evolution which assumes that 
chance happenings are an explanation of the origin and development of matter and living things is 
unscriptural. God created various kinds of living forms with tremendous potential for variation. 
The increase of varieties which has occurred is within genetic limitations provided at creation (Gen. 
1:11, 20, 27; 2:2). We deny  that man evolved from any lower form of life (Gen. 2:7, 21-22). 
 

2002 RPCNA Synod Ruling (per Minutes of Synod): The report [of the] Committee to Study the 
Midwest Presbytery’s Communication on Creation was taken up again and discussed. Item 1 was 
adopted 58-42. Item 2 was adopted. The report as a whole was approved and is as follows: 
 

Fathers and Brethren: 
We would note that our remit is not to study the issue of Creation itself but to examine the Paper 
from Midwest Presbytery to Synod 2001 with particular reference to its petition that Synod concur 
with the declarations contained in recommendation 1 of that report, namely, 
‘...that it is the teaching of the subordinate standards of the RPCNA that the theory of evolution as 
commonly taught, including macro-evolution, is to be rejected, and so is the existence of humanoid 
ancestors for our first parents; the days of creation were six sequential days of ordinary length, 
according to the scriptures; human physical death is a consequence of the fall into sin of our first 
parents and of the subsequent divine curse.’ 

We have examined the Report and the subordinate Standards, and also consulted a 
number of sources (see the appended listing below) and we would make the following 
observations: 
1. The Confession and the Testimony (Chapter 4) both reject ‘the theory of evolution as 

commonly taught, including macro-evolution.’ The other statements in the declaration, 
however, constitute particular explanations of the confessional language that are clearly 
intended to address perceived ambiguities that would appear presently to allow some latitude 
on certain points. The aim of the Report is to ‘tighten’ our corporate understanding of certain 
aspects of the biblical teaching on Creation. 

2. Arguably, the most controversial issue is the assertion that the days of creation were ‘six 
sequential days of ordinary length.’ This is an unambiguous clarification of the much debated 
confessional expression, ‘in the space of six days’ (WCF 4:1) ‘and rests, of course, on the  

exegetical ground that ‘yom’ (day) in Genesis 1:5, 8, 13, 19, 23, 31 and 2:2 can only refer to 
days of ordinary length. Given that it is well-known that differing views of the length of these 
days are held by some in the church, this implies a desire for stricter subscription on these 
points for ordained officers. 

3. Current studies on the ‘original intent’ of the Confession on the creation days support the 
view that ‘days of ordinary length’ are meant in the expression ‘in the space of six days.’ The 
positive evidence, though limited, points in this direction, and no evidence to the contrary has 
been adduced from any writings of the ‘divines’ themselves. We suspect that this view of the 
WCF ‘original intent’ is widely held across the RPCNA. It remains a fact, however, that 
variant views are held within the church, and have hitherto not been the ground of either 
denying ordination or instituting discipline 

4. It is always open to the Synod to study any confessional position and, on the basis of sound 
biblical exegesis and theological development, to affirm, modify or reject particular positions. 
We are not persuaded that such an evaluation of the teaching of our Standards on the creation 
days is advisable at this time. We are persuaded that the Midwest Presbytery declaration does 
express what was almost certainly the original intent of the Confession of Faith, but we also 
recognize that a measure of diversity of view exists within the church and believe that the best 
answer to this situation is for us to resolve, in the Confession's own language, to let ‘the Holy 
Spirit speaking in the Scripture’ be the supreme judge of any controversy in this matter, in the 
context of ongoing ministry that seeks to be biblically and confessionally faithful before the 
Lord. 

 

We recommend that: (1) Without prejudice to any of the doctrine it expresses, the petition of 
Midwest Presbytery not be granted. (2) That this committee be dismissed. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
William W. Gould, Gordon J. Keddie, Matt Kingswood, Paul Perkins, Jonathan M. Watt (Chm) 
 

Formal Dissent: Phil Pockras, John McFarland, Brian Coombs, Tony Cowley, Tom Reid, Ed 
Blackwood, Scott Wilkinson, Tom Gray, Bruce Parnell, John Monger, C.J. Williams, SteveBradley, 
David Reese, LarryBump, Bob McKissick, Steven Work and Barry York asked that their dissent be 
recorded to approving the previous report. 
 

Statement of Dissent 
We the undersigned, regretfully and respectfully request that our dissent be recorded to the action 
of this Synod in approving the report of the Committee to Study Midwest Presbytery Report on 
Creation. Such an action grieves our heart, but we believe this appeal to the Scripture and to God 
is necessary. Our reasons for our dissent are as follows: 
We believe that by the very language of the recommendations of the report, the committee 
unjustly prejudiced the outcome. If their recommendation passed, as it did, the effect was to “not 
affirm” the position of the Midwest study committee. However, if the recommendation did not 
pass, the effect was the same. This resulted in a “yes” being “no” and also a “no” being “no”. 
(Matthew 5:37) 

By this committee stating in their report that “the Midwest Presbytery declaration does 
express what was almost certainly the intent of the Confession of Faith” regarding the earth being 
created in six literal days, and Synod being then unwilling to affirm the position of the Midwest 
Presbytery, we believe we are sending a confusing and dangerous message to the church of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. God’s Word forbids double mindedness. (James 1:7-8, Psalm 119:113). 

(Signed by) Ed Blackwood, Barry J. York, Robert A. McKissick, David Reese, R. Bruce 
Parnell, Thomas G. Reid, Jr., John McFarland, Brian E. Coombs, Scott Wilkinson, Thomas Gray, 
Steve Bradley, C.J. Williams, Philip H. Pockras, Steven E. Work, Larry Bump. 


